SOMERSET CRICKETERS 1882 - 1914

STEPHEN HILL with additional research by Barry Phillips
Foreword by Vic Marks

Somerset Cricketers 1882 — 1914 contains richly-illustrated and hugely informa-
tive biographies of each of the 227 cricketers who appeared for Somerset before
the First World War. By introducing the men in order of their debut appearance
and exploring their lives, the author has pieced together a compelling story and
enabled us to gain an in-depth understanding of the development of the game in
the county. There is a wealth of new information to satisfy the students of cricket
and those interested in social history. Myths are exploded and countless new
facts unearthed. Many of the life-stories are fascinating tales of hardship or
privilege, portraits of men from all walks of life, tales of triumph and disaster.
And all within the framework of the county cricket team’s continued struggled
for survival, spiced with glorious surprises.

Researched with forensic attention to detail but written with real warmth and
an eye to readability, and accompanied by photographs of virtually all the team
members mentioned, this book can be devoured from cover to cover as a
gripping story of Somerset’s changing fortunes or can be dipped into, with so
many individual stories to delight the reader.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Stephen Hill was born in Bishops Lydeard and educated in Taunton but now lives in
Nottinghamshire. He has supported Somerset CCC since 1963. A former businessman, he is the
author of two novels (writing as Stephen Edden). This is his first work of non-fiction.

Barry Phillips was born and educated in Taunton. Now retired, he was an accountant by
profession spending his working life in Oxford. He has been a lifelong supporter of Somerset
CCC, having first watched them play the Australians in 1956. Forty years later he wrote No
Mere Slogger, the acclaimed biography of Arthur Wellard.

For a full listing of all Halsgrove titles,
please visit our website at www.halsgrove.com
The Halsgrove Group includes DAA Halsgrove Ltd., Halsgrove Ltd. & Halstar Ltd.

Registered in England & Wales Nos. 4136732, 6029724 & 6472636 at Halsgrove House, Wellington TA21 9PZ.
Imprints: Halsgrove, Ryelands, Halstar, PiXZ Books & Halswood Journals. Halsgrove® is a registered trademark. Copyright© 2015

HALSGROVE TITLE INFORMATION

SOMERSET
CRICKETERS
1882 — 1914

STEPHEN HILL

With Additional Research by Barry Phillips
Foreword by Vic Marks

‘ g T —
— ﬁ e

Format: Hardback with colour cover, 384 pages, 210x148mm,
illustrated throughout in black & white
Price: £16.99 o\

ISBN: 978 0 85704 291 0 g
Imprint: Halsgrove

Published: September 2016

Halsgrove Publishing, Halsgrove House, Ryelands Business Park, Bagley Road,
Wellington, Somerset TA21 9PZ Tel: 01823 653777 Fax: 01823 216796
www.halsgrove.com e-mail: sales@halsgrove.com



8
Henry Fox
& June 1882 v. Lancashire, Old Trafford
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William Trask
8 June 1882 v. Lancashire, Old Trafford
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Right: In a strong
King's Bruton side
of 1909, Somerset

players Vasey,

Hippisley and Sutton

are seated in the
centre, while fellow
Somerset cricketer,
the school coach
and groundsman,

C. J. ‘Tommy’
Bowring, stands in
his suit on the left

Left: Somerset's fine amateur keepers — Newton,
Wickham and Martyn — all played in 1903,
though less frequently than the county would
have hoped

Below: Lionel Palairet — regarded by many as the
greatest stylist in the Golden Age of cricket

Left: Somerset were
blessed with some fine
amateurs as they
re-established their
first-class status.
Clockwise from top left:
L. C. H. Palairet,

J. B. Challen,

S. M. J. Woods,

A. E. Newton and

H. T. Hewett



